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Annual Report 
O F T H E — — 
Board of Selectmen. 
W I T H R E P O R T O F T H E 
Treasurer and School Supervisor, 
O F T H E 
Town OF TOPSHAM, 
For the Year Ending February 2d, 
Annual Report 
O F T H E 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN, 
W I T H R E P O R T O F T H E 
T r e a s u r e r a n d S c h o o l S u p e r v i s o r , 
O F T H E 
TOWN OK TOPSHAM, 
F O R T H E 
Y E A R ENDING FEB. 2D, 
1 8 9 5 . 
BRUNSWICK, M A I N E . 
T E L E G R A P H S T E A M P R I N T : 
1 8 9 5 . 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING FEB. 3 D , 1 8 9 4 , AND ENDING FEB. 2 D , 
1895. 
SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS AND O V E R S E E R S OF THE P O O R . 
E . L . H U N T E R , 
W . S . R O G E R S , 
C . H . A L E X A N D E R . 
T O W N C L E R K . 
T . M . G I Y E E N . 
T O W N TREASURER. 
J O S E P H W H I T N E Y . 
T O W N A G E N T . 
S A M U E L K N I G H T . 
COLLECTOR. 
E L B R I D G E C O R N I S H . 
SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS 
E U G E N E T H O M A S . 
AUDITORS. 
A . Q . G O U D , 
E U G E N E T H O M A S . 
SELECTMEN's RepOrt. 
o 
The Selectmen of the Town of Topsham submit the 
following statement of the financial affairs of the Town 
for the financial year beginning Feb. 3d, 1894, and ending 
Feb 2d, 1895. 
The value of the taxable property on the first day of 
April, 1894, was as follows : 
Resident Real Estate, 
Personal Estate, 
Non Resident Real Estate, 
" Personal Estate, 
Total valuation, 
Number of Taxable Polls, 448. 
Assessed on each Poll, $3.00. 
Rate of Taxation on the dollar, 9 8-10 mills. 
ASSESSMENTS. 
Common schools, $1,500 00 
Free High school, 500 00 
Highway and Bridges, 1,000 00 
poor, 600 00 
Abatements, 200 00 
Interest and Bonds, 200 00 
Miscellaneous, 800 00 
Fire Department, 300 00 
$367,340 00 
121,860 00 
281,646 00 
17,265 00 
$788,111 00 
4 
Electric Lights, 500 00 
School Books, 100 00 
Stock for Town Farm, 200 00 
Memorial Day, 2 0 00 
Overlayings, 351 36 
Amount for Town purposes, $6,271 36 
State tax, 1,972 20 
County tax, 823 92 
Unpaid Highway of previous year, 495 29 
Supplemental tax, 54 08 
Total Commitment, $9,616 85 
ABATEMENTS. 
D R . 
To ELBRIDGE CORNISH, Collector, 
Marshall & Dudley, tax, 94 50 
To INDIVIDUALS, as follows : 
J. C. Cox, error in highway return, 3 50 
Clarkson Gould, property not had, 17 89 
Schuyler Andrews, taxed elsewhere, 3 80 
G.A.Allen, 3 80 123 49 
Balance Due, Feb. 2nd, 1895, 76 51 76 51 
•200 00 
C R . 
By Appropriation 200 00 
5 
H I G H W A Y S . 
D R . 
W. S. Noyes and others, bills of 1893-4. 145 48 
Lucian White, 4 05 
Aaron Goodwin, 27 21 
G. L. Quint, material, 3 50 
Joseph Alexander, labor, 7 75 
Wm. Dunning, and others. 57 07 
J. L Hyde, " 38 41 
Geo. B. Luce, " 13 68 
Elbridge Cornish, " 102 26 
C. A. Ward, " 30 92 
Chas. Ward, " 11 22 
F. A. Rackley, " 41 53 
Albert M. Graves, " 26 96 
Geo. M. Patten, " 25 30 
Stillman Melvin, " 38 54 
Wm. A. Foster, " 106 40 
Wm. B. Staples, " 26 82 
C. T. Patten, " 14 56 
W. H. Haley, " 27 40 
0. H. Barnes, " 30 32 
Chas. Meserve, " 11 28 
A. J. Hildreth, " 47 00 
F. A. Hussey, " 52 
Humphrey Purington, and others, 105 14 
Dwinal Powers, 2 95 
B. M. Patten, and others, 4806 
Thomas Rogers, " 3319 
A. S. Jack, " 19 38 
A. M. Graves, 8 98 
P. P. Woodard, and others, 18 15 
Thomas Carney, 12 96 
6 
Geo. Tyler, repairs on road machine, 8 50 
C. A. Clough and others, 20 00 
0. P. Edgecomb, repairs on short bridge, 11 25 
W. S. Rogers, watering privilege, 3 00 
1. L. Cannon and others, work on short 
bridge, 7 00 
Milbury Nowell, labor, 1 25 
C. F. Wilson, blasting rock, 1 40 
Bowdoin Paper Co., plank for Iron 
bridge, 480 65 
Brown Bros., plank, 39 19 1,659 53 
Balance due Feb. 2,1895, 1,795 29 
CR. 
By Balance Feb. 3d, 1894, 1,860 52 
By Highway Surveyors, money re-
turned, 6 16 
Appropriation, ] ,000 00 
Deficient Highway, 495 29 
Town of Brunswick for plank, 92 85 
$3,454 82 
3,454 82 
COMMON SCHOOLS. 
D R . 
TEACHING. 
L. G. Perkins, 
Grace E. Preble, 
Grace M. Blondell, 
Jennie M. Williams, 
70 10 
60 00 
60 00 
60 00 
Clara Umberhind, 55 00 
Mary E. Dolly, 55 00 
Ralph W. Grossman. 55 00 
Clara P. Hussey, 60 00 
Ella C. Fisher," 55 00 
Abbie T. Cromwell. 50 00 
Alice L. Tate, 75 00 
Martha R. Purinton. 50 00 
Nettie Alexander. 55 00 
Clare P. Hussey, 60 00 
Grace Blondell, 55 00 
Jennie M. Williams, 60 00 
Abbie T. Cromwell, 55 00 
Hattie H. Fisher, 55 00 
Nellie E. Tate, 50 00 
Mrs. Lizzie A. Williams, 45 00 
Ella C. Fisher, 60 00 
Clara E. Coombs, 70 00 
Alice L. Tate, 75 00 
Martha R. Purinton. 55 00 
A. E. Hunter, 65 00 
Nellie E. Tat*, 50 00 
W. M. Stevens, 60 00 
Jennie M. Williams, 70 00 
Fannie M. Graves, 60 00 
Mrs. Lizzie A. Williams, 45 00 
Clara P. Hussey, 65 00 
Nettie Alexander, 55 00 
Martha R. Purinton. 42 00 
Ella C. Fisher, 60 00 
E. A. Hunter, 65 00 
Clara E. Coombs, 75 00 
Hattie A. Fisher, 44 00 
8 
W O O D . 
C. T. Patten, 27 94 
W. B. Staples, 2 25 
J. S. Drinkwater. 19 87 
U.A. Jack, 18 00 
A. M. Graves, 5 00 
Joseph L. Foster. 4 00 
J. C. Cox, 11 70 
James A. Tarr, 5 50 
O. F. Thompson, 10 50 
B. M. Patten, 15 00 
Geo. B. Luce, 15 00 
A. S. Jack, 9 25 
E. W. White, 8 78 
C. W. Purinton, 15 80 
Wm. A. Foster, 19 50 
W. J. Wilson, 5 56 
c. E. Williams, 4 00 
197 65 
SUPPLIES AND R E P A I R S . 
w. J. Wilson, 3 35 
A. W. Hunter, 2 00 
Fred W. Jack, 1 00 
B. S. Luce, 1 50 
A. C. Shorey, 2 00 
G. H. Berry, 1 5 0 
John S. Knight, 3 00 
R. P. Whitney, 2 6 0 
Wm. A. Alexander. 
A. R. Plummer, 
I. L. Cannon, 
Byron Stevens, 
9 
A. E. Hunter, 7 99 
A. H. Carr, 4 00 
Wilbur Hunter, 2 00 
Francis Hunter, 1 13 
C R . 
39 85 
CARRYING SCHOLARS TO SCHOOLS. 
Abbie Leonard, 46 00 
2,449 40 
To Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 1,821 25 
4,270 65 
By Balance due Feb. 3d, 1894, 1,463 09 
Town of Bowdoinham, tuition, 12 25 
Appropriation, 1,500 00 
Mill tax, 1,140 11 
R. R. and Telegraph tax, 121 84 
Interest on school fund, 33 36 
4,270 65 
F R E E H I G H S C H O O L . 
D R . 
TEACHING. 
0. M. Pennell, 
J- A. Cone, 
J- C. Cox, wood, 
313 26 
250 00 
563 26 
45 06 
10 
C A R E OF HOUSE. 
C. M. Pennell, 1 0 00 
J. A. Cone, 10 00 
C R . 
By Balance due Feb. 3d, 1894, 228 50 
Appropriation, 500 00 
From State, 125 00 
20 00 
SUPPLIES AND R E P A I R S , 
Ridley & Jones, 1 40 
H. S. Merryman, 4 00 
Geo. White, dictionary, 8 50 
J. A. Cone, 2 25 
C. H. Small, 1 00 
A. C. Shorey, 1 75 
18 90 
647 22 Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 206 28 
853 50 
853 50 
SCHOOL BOOKS. 
D R . 
EXPRESSAGE ON BOOKS. 
A. E. Hunter, 4 25 
A. W. Hunter, 25 
4 5 0 
11 
BOOKS, 
E. Babb & Co., 520 10 
A. M. Thayer, 13 50 
American Book Co., 27 63 
Ginn & Co., 65 45 
University Publishing Co., 2 50 
Howard and Brown, 1 50 
D. H. Knowlton & Co., 2 00 
Leach, SheweU <fc Sanborn, 19 72 
J. A. Cone, 1 00 
Eugene Thomas, 5 10 
CR. 
By Balance Feb. 3d, 1894, 62 99 
Appropriation, 100 00 
Balance overdrawn, 31 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Elbridge Cornish, Commission on taxes 
of 1892, 35 91 
" Constable fees of 
1891-2-3, 11 00 
" Notifying Town officers 
1891-2-3, 12 00 
" Commission in part 
taxes 1893, 100 00 
Joseph Whitney, salary and stationery, 77 75 
12 
W P W. Purinton, salary as Town 
Clerk, 25 00 
» " Recording deaths,births 
and marriages, 13 25 38 25 
V. H. Alexander, meeting State Asses-
sors 1893, 2 50 
" " Fitting wood for office, 
and stationery 1 50 
Alexander & Hubbard, teams for Super-
visor, 8 00 
A. E. Hunter, salary as Supervisor, 134 90 
E. L. Hunter, bal. services as Selectman 
'93, 33 00 
Eugene Thomas and A. Q. Goud, audit-
ing accts., 10 00 
J. C. Purinton, office supplies, 5 80 
Holman Foster, wood for office, 2 50 
O. H. Alexander, balance service Select-
man 1893, 60 00 
A. W. Hunter, team for Supervisor, 17 25 
R. W. Stearns, printing town reports 
1894, 21 83 
W. S. Rogers, bal. services Selectman 
1893, 30 00 
E. L. White, opening hall, and wood for 
annual meeting, 1 25 
Stevens, Jones & Co., books for office, 13 27 
Ridley & Jones, repairs on office stove, 2 00 
M. Y. Adams, certifying births and deaths, 4 50 
G. W. Curtis, " " « i 25 
H. O. Curtis, " " « 2 75 
G. J. Roy, " « « 2 25 
W. S. Noyes, services taking valuation in 
French settlement, 2 00 
13 
W. S. Rogers, services as Selectman 
1894, 108 10 
(A H. Alexander, services as Selectman 
1894, 85 00 
E. L. Hunter, services as Selectman 1894, 85 00 
W. J. Wilson, notifying witnesses in 
Dodge case, 2 50 
W. E. Hogan, legal services, 6 00 
R. P. Whitney, office supplies, 2 74 
Caleb Ridley, watching 3d and 4th of July, 4 00 
W.T.Wilson, " " 4 00 
Stevens, Jones & Co., Maine State year 
book, 1 50 
Geo. E. Barnes, land damage on new 
road, . 15 00 
T. M. Giveen, services as Town Clerk, 25 00 
Moses C. Barnes, damage by dogs, 8 00 
W. H. Haley, " " 3 00 
A. S.Jack, " " 8 00 
Geo. W. Thompson, " " 11 25 
C. H. Small, painting voting booths, 2 00 
Joseph Whitney, witness fees in Dodge 
case, 14 70 
Dana S. Colby, putting up and taking 
down voting booths, 2 00 
L. E. Smith, rent of Agricultural Hall, 25 00 
H. 0. Curtis, board of Health, 5 60 
D. S. Colby, school house repairs, 4 46 
H. 0. Curtis, salary and expenses of 
Board of Health, 30 82 
Gilbert Cox, school house repairs, 4 04 
Holman Foster, wood for office, 3 25 
Francis Hunter, office supplies, 25 
Weston Thompson, advice Marshall case, 5 00 
14 
'' 
'' Trial of Dodge case, 35 00 Services Rhoda Carter 
case, 13 00 
Balance due Feb. 2,1895, 
1,145 67 
78 90 
1,224 57 
C R . 
By Balance, Feb. 3d, 1894, 
Appropriation, 
Overlay, 
Supplemental Tax, 
19 13 
800 00 
351 36 
54 08 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
1,224 57 
J. C. Cox, wood, 2 50 
Isaac Cannon, cleaning cisterns, 6 00 
T. W. Given, repairs, 19 70 
C . M. Given, clerk pay roll for meetings 
and fires, 211 00 
W. L., and E. H. Small, painting engine, 39 20 
Freight on engine, 9 00 
Estate of Leonard Crockett, repairs on 
engine, 9 7 71 
Joseph Dufresne, repairs, 2 75 
W. P. W. Purinton, fighting fire, 1 50 
W. T. Wilson, watching fire, 1 50 
15 
D. S. Colby, fighting fire, 1 50 
J. F. Colby, coal, 17 10 
Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 
C R . 
By Balance Feb. 3d, 1894, 246 30 
Appropriation, 300 00 
E L E C T R I C L I G H T S . 
D R . 
To cash paid Agent, 600 00 
Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 68 72 
C R . 
By Balance due Feb. 3d, 1894, 168 72 
Appropriation, 500 00 
I N T E R E S T . 
D R . 
Coupons paid, 167 60 
16 
Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 100 99 
268 59 
O R . 
By Balance Feb. 3d, 1894, 34 74 
Appropriation, 200 00 
Interest rec'd from Treasurer on 
non resident taxes, 11 72 
Elbridge Cornish, interest on taxes, 22 13 
268 59 
STOCK FOR TOWN FARM. 
D R . 
To Sam'l Knight cow, 38 00 
" horse, 125 00 
Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 37 00 
200 00 
O K . 
By appropriation, 200 00 200 00 
TOWN FARM. 
D R . 
To Town Farm Inv't'y, Feb. 3d, 1894, 724 95 
D and C E Scribner supplies, 28 85 
John Rolf, Grass seed, 4 7 o 
H. O. Curtis, Medical aid, 3 0 0 
E. H. Lapham, storm doors, 4 0<) 
17 
Supplies bought, 9 28 
" 71 51 
44 17 
30 46 
0. F. Staples, salary in part, 175 00 
due, 25 00 
1120 92 
Bal due Feb 2d 1895, 100 60 
1221 52 
C R . 
By Produce sold, 21 50 
36 33 
47 68 
49 91 
Town Farm Inventory Feb. 2, 1895, 766 10 
1221 52 
POOR OUT OF THE HOUSE. 
D R . 
To H. O. Curtis, medical aid to Ed 
Brawn's family, 16 00 
To J. C. Cox, wood for Miss Farr, 4 37 
Town of Bowdoinham, Rhoda 
Carter, 225 00 
Insane Hospital, board of C. J. 
Colby, 137 33 
W. B. Purinton, rent for Ed 
Brawn's family, 36 00 
Smith & Beal, supplies for Indian 
woman, 9 81 
18 
Town of Falmouth, Mrs. Sarah 
Jewett, 13 40 
F. E. Roberts, boots for Mrs. Dun-
ham Berry, 
I. L. Cannon, care Benj. Carter, 3 15 
H. O. Curtis, medical aid for Benj. 
Carter, 20 00 
Town of Brunswick, aid Henry Watson, 55 80 
" " " Mrs. Isaac L. 
Cannon, 51 50 
" Ed Brawn's fam-
iiy, 11 25 
Smith & Beal, supplies Indian woman, M•
 
CJ1
 
68 
('. H. Alexander, expenses sending In-
dian woman to New Brunswick, 11 15 
614 44 
C R . 
By appropriation, 300 00 
Bal. overdrawn Feb. 5, 1895, 314 44 
614 44 
COLLECTOR'S ACCOUNT. 
D R . 
1892. 
Due from Elbridge Cornish, bal. taxes, 
Feb. 2d, 1895, 1 U 1 0 1 U 1 0 
1893. 
Due from Elbridge Cornish, Feb. 3d, 
1 8 9 4 ' 3,709 83 3,709 83 
19 
O R . 
By paid Town Treasurer, 3,350 31 
' Bal. due Feb. 2d, 1895, 359 52 
3,709 S3 
1894. 
Due from Elbridge Cornish com-
mitment of 1894, 9,616 85 9,616 
O R . 
By paid Town Treasurer, 4,627 10 
Balance due Feb. 2d, 1895, 4,989 75 
9,616 85 
T R E A S U R E R ' S R E P O R T . 
TOWN OF TOPSHAM IN ACCOUNT WITH JOSEPH W H I T N E Y , TREAS. 
D R . 
TO Town orders paid from Feb. 3d, 
1894, to Feb. 4th, 1895, 8588 03 
Paid County tax, 823 92 
Paid State tax, less dog licenses, 1,875 74 
Bal. in treasury Feb. 4th, 1895, 1,215 19 
C R . 
By bal. in Treas. Feb. 3d, 1894, 2,632 45 
E. Cornish, coll., 7,658 97 
E. Cornish, coll., interest, 22 13 
State of Maine, High school, 125 00 
12,502 ,88 
20 
State of Maine, Mill tax, 1,140 11 
State of Maine, R. R. and Tel. tax, 121 84 
State of Maine, soldiers burial, 65 00 
Non res. taxes, 1893, 318 44 
Interest on non res. taxes, 11 72 
Selectmen, town Brunswick, 92 85 
Selectmen, town Winthrop, 82 71 
Selectmen, town Woodstock, 4 00 
H. 0. Curtis, M. D., 11 00 
Selectmen, town Bowdoinham, 28 25 
City of Portland, 55 25 
Selectmen, old taxes, 10 00 
Selectmen, highways, 6 16 
City of Westbrook, 25 00 
Selectmen, Marshall & Dudley tax, 92 00 
12,502 88 
J O S E P H W H I T N E Y , T R E A S U R E R . 
T H E C A R R I E E M U S F U N D . 
Bal. Oct. 1,1893, 2 1 4 5 6 
Interest on same to Oct. 1,1894, 8 64 
Paid W. J. Wilson care of lot, 2 0 
Balance, 221 20 
223 20 
223 20 
T H I S , f u n d i s on deposit in the Topsham and Brunswick 
C e n t S a v i n g s B a n k a n d is separate from Town account, 
JOSEPH WHITNEY, T R E A S U R E R . 
21 
LIABILITIES, FEB. 2D, 1895. 
Bonds, 5,150 00 
School Fund, 667 28 
Interest bearing debt, 5,817 28 
Interest, 
Common schools, 
Free High school, 
Miscellaneous, 
Highways, 
Fire Department, 
Abatements, 
Electric lights, 
Stock for Town Farm, 
Old order, 
Town Farm, 
Due 0. F. Staples, 
100 99 
1,821 25 
206 28 
78 90 
1,795 29 
134 08 
76 51 
68 72 
£0
 
00 
1 87 
100 60 
36 10 
4,457 59 
10,274 87 
RESOURCES. 
Due from E. Cornish, taxes 1892, 114 10 
" " " 1893, 359 52 
" " " « 1894, 4,989 75 
Non resident taxes 1889, 56 00 
" 1890, 33 08 
Balance in Treasury, Feb. 2d, 1895, 1,215 19 
6,767 64 
Town debt, 3,507 23 
10,274 87 
22 
A P P R O P R I A T I O N S R E C O M M E N D E D F O R 1 8 9 5 . 
Abatements, 200 00 
Electric lights, 600 00 
Highways, (cash) 2,500 00 
Interest, 100 00 
Fire Department, 200 00 
Miscellaneous, 800 00 
Poor out of the House, 300 00 
Poor in the House, 300 00 
School house repairs (school Com. 
recommend), 100 00 
School Books, (school Com. recom-
mend), 250 00 
Common schools, (school Com. rec-
ommend), 2,000 00 
High school, (school Com. recom-
mend), 500 00 
E . L . HUNTER, J Selectmen 
W . S . ROGERS, o f 
C . H . A L E X A N D E R , ) Topsham. 
We have examined the accounts of receipts and ex-
penditures presented by the Selectmen as Selectmen, Asses 
sors and Overseers of the Poor for the town of Topsham for 
the year to February 2d, 1895 and find them correctly kept 
and properly vouched for. 
The accounts of the Treasurer, Joseph Whitney, we 
have examined and found correct, 
A . Q . GOUD, / . . . . 
EUGENE THOMAS, S A U D L T O R S -
23 
S e ^ Q O F R e p o r t . 
In accordance with established custom it becomes 
necessary for your School Committee to make a report of 
the progress and present standing of the schools in town. 
There have been thirteen schools in town during the 
year, including the High School. 
Some changes have been made as to teachers during 
the year where it has been deemed necessary for the pro-
gress of the schools. In most cases time has proven the 
wisdom of the changes made. 
There were 457 scholars in town on April 1st, 1894, 
which is an increase of 60 scholars from the preceding 
year, the number then being 397. 
LENGTH OF T E R M S . 
There have been 32 weeks' schooling in all the schools 
in town excepting the High School and in that school 
there have been three terms of eleven weeks each, making 
one week more than during the previous year. 
R E P A I R S . 
For some reason unknown to the Committee, no 
article was inserted in the warrant, last year, for an ap-
propriation for repairs, consequently no appropriation was 
made for that purpose. 
This, in connection with the fact that the new Law 
does not-allow any money for repairs to be taken from the 
24 
money appropriated for schools, left the Committee in a 
very peculiar position. 
On this account no repairs have been made in relation 
to school property this year excepting such as were abso-
lutely necessary such as resetting broken glass, etc. 
A few dollars were also expended on the Primary 
school house No. 1, which was found to be in such a condi-
tion that your committee deemed it dangerous to the 
health of the children attending school there, to remain in 
the school room the required number of hours per day. 
During the present winter term the stove in the Gram-
mar School room gave out entirely so that it became neces-
sary to procure a new stove at once. Accordingly this was 
done. 
Some other repairs are much needed in town such as 
shingling schoolhouse in District No. 1, and several other 
schoolhouses need slight repairs. Your Committee there-
fore recommends that One Hundred Dollars be appropri-
ated for repairs to school property for the ensuing year. 
N E E D OF LARGER APPROPRIATION FOR COMMON SCHOOLS. 
Your Committee earnestly recommends that Two 
Thousand Dollars be appropriated for Common schotthrfop 
the coming year in order that we may increase the length 
of our school year and that we may procure the services of 
experienced teachers throughout the whole town. 
SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Under our Law the town is compelled to furnish text 
books for all the scholars in town attending school, and it 
the towneCeSSary ^ ^ ^ U n i f ° r m t e X t b ° ° k s t h r < W h o u t 
The school Committee found, however, that in furnish-
ing such as were needed, our appropriation of One Hun-
25 
dred Dollars, made last spring, was too small to meet the 
requirements, notwithstanding the fact that $62.99 were 
left over from the previous year on the book account. 
It will be remembered that the appropriation of last 
spring was smaller by One Hundred Dollars than ever be-
fore in this town. 
Had an appropriation been made last spring of an 
amount equal to that of the previous year ($200) it would 
not have been necessary to go beyond the amount thus ap-
propriated notwithstanding the fact that new Grammars 
were introduced in town this year. 
At this time it may be well to say a few words in re-
gard to this change of Grammars. 
Your Committee found, soon after entering upon their 
duties, that there were books, for use of schools in town, 
called Language Lessons, which were introduced some four 
years ago, taking the place of a Grammar then in use. 
They found quite a number of these books in the office and 
soon learned that scarcely any of the teachers in town were 
using the Language Lessons in their schools on account of 
the books not being suitable for the purposes for which 
they were intended. 
It was also learned from the person who, as school 
officer, introduced the Lessons in town, that the books 
never proved what was expected of them even from the 
start. 
Your Committee, also knowing the requirements in 
regard to uniformity of text books and knowing also that 
each teacher in town was instructing according to her own 
ideas, in the absence of a good text book on the subject, 
decided that a change in that particular set of books ought 
to be made. 
As the law, under the existing circumstances, re-
quired a vote of the town in order to make the change, a 
26 
town meeting was called for the purpose, to be holden at 
the office of the Selectmen. 
At that meeting the town instructed the School Com-
mittee to make such changes in the text books as they 
saw fit. Accordingly the books were changed and are 
proving, we are informed, satisfactory alike to teachers 
and scholars. 
This change necessitated an extra outlay and it became 
necessary to overdraw on the book account to an amount 
of $75, which amount has not yet been paid by the town. 
Your Committee therefore recommends that an ap-
propriation of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars be made for 
hooks for the coming year to cover the amount overdrawn, 
as stated above, and for supplying such books as will be 
needed for the year. 
VILLAGE SCHOOLS. 
H I G H SCHOOL. 
At the end of last spring term Mr. Pennell, who had 
taught some time in the school resigned as teacher and it 
became necessary to procure someone to fill the vacancy 
thus caused. Mr. J.< A. Cone, a teacher of many vears' 
experience, was hired for the place. The advancement of 
the scholars, under the instruction of Mr. Cone, has, we be-
lieve, demonstrated to all connected with the school that 
Mr. Cone is an excellent man for the place and that he 
thoroughly understands his work. 
Soon after Mr. Cone's duties as instructor in the 
school began, a regular course of studies for four years 
was established for the High School, together with re-
quirements for admission to the same, a copy of which 
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course and requirements will be found in connection w ith 
this school report. 
Our course is now so graded that, while any scholar in 
town can get a practical business education, lie can, at the 
same time, fit for College in all excepting one years' 
studies. 
In accordance with the established course above re-
ferred to, no class will be graduated from the High School 
the coming June. 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
At the end of spring term it was deemed advisable, 
by a majority of the School Committee, to make a change 
of teachers in this school. 
Accordingly the change was made and Miss Clara E. 
Coombs was engaged to teach the school. 
As far as your Committee has been able to learn, ex-
cellent progress has been made in the school since Miss 
Coombs took charge of it, and the teacher has given gen-
eral satisfaction. 
It became necessary, on account of the change of the 
course of instruction in, and the requirements of admis-
sion to, the High School, to make a change also in the 
amount and quality of work done in the Grammar School. 
In accordance with this idea, no class was sent to the 
High School from the Grammar School during this year, 
thus giving the scholars one more year of study before 
entering the High School, a change which was very 
much needed. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, N o . 1. 
This school has been under the charge of Miss Clare 
P- Hussey for the entire year, and to say that Miss Hussey 
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has done an excellent work with the little ones under her 
charge is only doing the teacher justice. Miss Hussey 
seems to be thoroughly interested in her work in school 
and thoroughly conscientious. 
Your Committee is of the opinion that the Primary 
Schoolhouse, No. 1, is not in suitable condition for 
scholars of such tender age to pass their time in, until ad-
vancement in their studies will allow them to enter the 
Grammar School. Therefore the Committee recommends 
that steps be taken at once, towards building a modern, 
well ventilated and comfortable schoolhouse in place of 
the one there now. 
It is also known that water to quite a depth stands in 
the cellar of this schoolhouse at certain seasons of the year 
thus making it unhealthy for the children in the school 
room above, and it seems to the Committee that steps 
ought to be taken immediately to remedy this defect, even 
if it should be decided not best to build a new house 
there at present. 
P R I M A R Y SCHOOL, N O . 2 . 
Miss Grace M. Blondel taught this school the spring 
term and Miss Nettie Alexander the fall and winter terms. 
During a part of the year the attendance has not been 
what was desired, yet, on the whole, the school has made 
excellent advancement, 
Thoroughness in work seems to be the guiding princi-
ple of the teacher who now has charge, and the scholars 
seem to be interested in their studies. 
UNGRADED SCHOOLS. 
It has been our good fortune during the year to secure 
the services of several excellent teachers. We are not 
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able to say, however, that all the teachers in town, have 
given satisfaction, yet, in all cases in town, as soon as the 
Committee was properly notified of any dissatisfaction or 
that satisfactory work was not being done on the part of 
the teacher, changes were made with the intention of 
remedying the unfortunate state of affairs. In most cases, 
as far as the Committee has been able to learn, the 
changes have proved satisfactory. 
Sickness, unfortunately, necessitated the closing of 
two schools during the fall term. The number of weeks 
lost in this way have been added to the winter term. 
Teachers have been employed throughout the town 
during the past year as follows : 
(N. B. The old numbers of districts are given in this 
report as a matter of convenience for reference.) 
DISTRICT NO. 1. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Lizzie A. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 7. 
Average, 5.3. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Lizzie A. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 9. 
Average, 8. 
WINTER TERM. 
Teacher, Edith M. Thompson. 
Number of scholars registered, 6. 
DISTRICT NO. 3. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Clara E. Coombs. 
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Number of scholars registered, 23. 
Average, 20. 
F A L L T E R M . 
Teacher, Jennie N. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 23. 
Average, 19.7. 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Teacher, Jennie N. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 21. 
DISTRICT NO. 4. 
SPRING T E R M . 
Teacher, Ella C. Fisher. 
Number of scholars registered, 21. 
Average, 18.2. 
F A L L T E R M . 
Teacher, Ella C. Fisher. 
Number of scholars registered, 22. 
Average, 17.1 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Teacher, Walter M. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 15. 
DISTRICT NO. 5. 
SPRING T E R M . 
Teacher, Abbie T. Cromwell. 
Number of scholars registered, 14. 
Average, 13.7. 
F A L L T E R M . 
Teacher, Winifred M. Stevenson 
Number of scholars registered, 12. 
Average, 11. 
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WINTER TERM. 
Teacher, Winifred M. Stevenson. 
Number of scholars registered, 12. 
DISTRICT NO. 6. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Jennie M. Williams. 
Number of scholars registered, 15. 
Average, 12.6. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Martha R. Purington. 
Number of scholars registered, 16. 
Average, 10.7. 
WINTER TERM. 
Teachers, Nellie E. Tate, Helen L. Smith. 
Number of scholars registered, 15. 
DISTRICT NO. 8. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Hattie H. Fisher. 
Number of scholars registered, 10. 
Average, 8.6. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Hattie H. Fisher. 
Number of scholars registered, 11. 
Average, 8.6. 
WINTER TEEM. 
Teacher, Martha R. Purinton. 
Number of scholars registered, 10. 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. 
SPRING T E R M . 
Number of scholars registered, 22. 
Average, 19. 
F A L L T E R M . 
Number of scholars registered, 17. 
Average. 14. 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Number of scholars registered, 15. 
Abbie E. Hunter taught this school throughout the 
year. 
DISTRICT NO. 11. 
SPRING T E R M . 
Teacher, Martha R. Purington. 
Number of scholars registered, 14, 
Average, 11.2. 
F A L L T E R M , 
Teacher, Fannie M. Graves. 
Number of scholars registered, 13. 
Average, 11.67. 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Teacher, Fannie M. Graves. 
Number of scholars registered, 12. 
DISTRICT NO. 12. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Nellie E. Tate. 
Number of scholars registered, 11. 
Average, 9. 
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FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Nellie E. Tate. 
Number of scholars registered, 11. 
Average, 8.66. 
WINMER TERM. 
Teacher, Sadie E. Clark. 
Number of scholars registered, 9. 
VILLAGE S C H O O L S . 
HIGH SCHOOL. 
SPINS TERM. 
Teacher, Charles M. Pennell. 
Number of scholars registered, 30. 
Average, 24.75. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, J. A. Cone. 
Number of scholars registered, 28. 
Average, 27. 
WINTER TERM. 
Teacher, J. A. Cone. 
Number of scholars registered, 27. 
GBAMMAR SCHOOL. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Alice L. Tate. 
Number of scholars registered, 32. 
Average 30. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Clara E. Coombs. 
Number of scholars registered, 31. 
Average, 29. 
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W I N T E R TERM. 
Teacher, Olara E. Coombs. 
Number of scholars registered, 32. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, NO. 1. 
Miss Clare P. Hussey teacher throughout the year. 
SPRING TERM. 
Number of scholars registered, 33. 
Average, 25. 
FALL TERM. 
Number of scholars registered, 32. 
Average, 27. 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Number of scholars registered, 35. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 2. 
SPRING TERM. 
Teacher, Grace M. Blondel. 
Number of schojars registered, 11. 
Average, 8. 
FALL TERM. 
Teacher, Nettie Alexander. 
Number of scholars registered, 13. 
Average, 10.84. 
W I N T E R TERM. 
Teacher, Nettie Alexander. 
Number of scholars registered, 9. 
SCHOOLHOUSE MATTER IN REGARD TO 8. 
TO SO-CALLED NOYESVILLE. 
e t o ^ n ' annual meeting, the 
was d i r e c t to investigate in regard to 
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the necessity of building a schoolhouse near the free 
bridge, so-called, and to report at a special meeting called 
for that purpose, or at the regular annual meeting in 
March, 1895. 
In compliance with that vote your Committee reports 
as follows: 
It was found, by the census taken last spring, that 
there were 66 children of the required age as scholars, in 
that section. 
It has also been learned, through inquiries, that, in all 
probability, nearly all these children would attend school 
there if a proper schoolhouse and teachers were provided 
by the town. Your committee therefore recommends that 
a schoolhouse be built, the coming spring, in a convenient 
locality for the accomodation of the scholars living in that 
section of the town. 
C O U R S E O F - S T U D Y F O R T O P S H A M H I G H S C H O O L 
ADOPTED BY THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, SEPT. 1 0 , 1 8 9 4 . 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S FOR ADMISSION. 
Candidates for admission to the Topsham High School 
must pass a satisfactory examination in Arithmetic to Sim-
ple Interest. All of Harper's Geography, or an equivalent, 
In English Grammar, the parts of speech, the different 
forms of sentences, the rules of syntax and the analysis of 
Respectfully Submitted, 
EUGENE THOMAS, Supervisor. 
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simple sentences. 
War. 
In U. S. History, as far as the Civil 
PALL TERM. 
Arithmetic 
English Grammar 
and Composition 
U. S. History 
Penmanship 
PALL TERM. 
Algebra 
Latin Lessons 
Physiology 
PALL TERM. 
Geometry 
Latin (Caesar) 
Physics 
Book-keeping and 
Commercial Arithmetic 
PALL TERM. 
French 
Latin (Virgil) 
Gen. History 
Eng. and American 
Literature 
COURSE OF STUDY. 
F I R S T Y E A R . 
W I N T E R TERM. 
Arithmetic 
English Grammar 
and Composition 
U. S. History 
Penmanship 
SECOND YEAR. 
W I N T E R TERM. 
Algebra 
Latin Lessons 
Physiology 
T H I R D Y E A R . 
W I N T E R TERM. 
Geometry 
Latin (Caesar) 
Physics 
Rhetoric 
FOURTH YEAR. 
WINTER TERM. 
French 
Latin (Virgil) 
Gen. History 
English and Am. 
Literature 
SPRING T E R M . 
Arithmetic 
English Grammar 
and Composition 
Physical Geography 
Drawing 
SPRING TERM. 
Algebra 
Latin Lessons 
Mineralogy 
SPRING TERM. 
Civil Government 
Latin (Cicero) 
Astronomy 
Rhetoric and 
Composition 
SPRING TERM. 
French 
Latin (Virgil) 
Gen. History 
Botany 
Declamation, Compositions and Select Readings re-
quired throughout the course. Spelling (written) for two 
years. 
Special students not wishing to take the entire course 
must select at least three studies, and recite with the regu-
lar classes. 
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Written examinations will be required each term to 
determine the standing of each member of the school. If 
the rank in any study falls below 70, the work must be 
reviewed. If the average rank in all the studies falls below 
70, the pupil receiving such rank must drop back one class. 
Regular study hours out of school and promptness and 
regularity in attendance are absolutely necessary if good 
results are secured, and the members of the School Com-
mittee earnestly request the hearty co-operation of the 
parents in their efforts to establish and maintain the 
course of study as outlined above. 
J . F . CHANEY, ) School Com. 
J . A . FISHER, > o f 
EUGENE THOMAS ) Topsham. 
